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the textile industry of either France or Germany until
well after the middle of the nineteenth century; and
in every industry and country it made its way piece-
meal and by painful stages in face of the strong resis-
tance of employers as well as workers to the abandon-
ment of traditional crafts and methods of production.
Nevertheless, as the nineteenth century advanced,
the pace of mechanical change grew much more rapid.
For, when the transition to a productive system based
on mechanical power had once been made, the improve-
ment of machines and the devising of new methods of
production were bound to proceed at an increasing
rate. One invention led to another; and manufac-
turers, eager to reduce their costs of production, had
to be constantly on the look-out for new devices. More-
over, as the workers became organized and able to
insist on higher wages and better conditions of employ-
ment, employers were driven to seek new ways of
getting good value for their money by making the
dearer labour more productive, or reducing the
quantity of it which they used by finding machines to
do work previously done by men's hands or physical
strength. Competition between employers and between
countries to cut down costs and the desire to reduce
prices in order to sell more goods led to a growingly
rapid advance in mechanization; for it is soon dis-
covered that for many kinds of goods huge economies
can be achieved by producing on a larger scale as well
as by combining to buy materials in greater quantities